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Category 2: For the issue, the analysis reported in the Generic Environmental Impact Statement has shown that one or more 
of the criteria of Category 1 cannot be met, and therefore additional plant-specific review is required. 

3 The impact findings in this column are based on the definitions of three significance levels. Unless the significance level is 
identified as beneficial, the impact is adverse, or in the case of ‘‘small,’’ may be negligible. The definitions of significance follow: 

SMALL—For the issue, environmental effects are not detectable or are so minor that they will neither destabilize nor noticeably 
alter any important attribute of the resource. For the purposes of assessing radiological impacts, the Commission has concluded 
that those impacts that do not exceed permissible levels in the Commission’s regulations are considered small as the term is 
used in this table. 

MODERATE—For the issue, environmental effects are sufficient to alter noticeably, but not to destabilize, important attributes 
of the resource. 

LARGE—For the issue, environmental effects are clearly noticeable and are sufficient to destabilize important attributes of the 
resource. 

For issues where probability is a key consideration (i.e., accident consequences), probability was a factor in determining sig-
nificance. 

4 NA (not applicable). The categorization and impact finding definitions do not apply to these issues. 
5 If, in the future, the Commission finds that, contrary to current indications, a consensus has been reached by appropriate 

Federal health agencies that there are adverse health effects from electromagnetic fields, the Commission will require applicants 
to submit plant-specific reviews of these health effects as part of their license renewal applications. Until such time, applicants for 
license renewal are not required to submit information on this issue. 

6 Environmental Justice was not addressed in NUREG–1437, ‘‘Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal 
of Nuclear Plants,’’ because guidance for implementing Executive Order 12898 issued on February 11, 1994, was not available 
prior to completion of NUREG–1437. This issue will be addressed in individual license renewal reviews. 

[61 FR 66546, Dec. 18, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 59276, Nov. 3, 1997; 64 FR 48507, Sept. 3, 1999; 
66 FR 39278, July 30, 2001] 
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EARLY REVIEW OF SITE SUITABILITY 
ISSUES 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 103, 104, 161, 182, 183, 186, 
189, 68 Stat. 936, 948, 953, 954, 955, 956, as 
amended, sec. 234, 83 Stat. 444, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 2133, 2201, 2232, 2233, 2236, 2239, 
2282); secs. 201, 202, 206, 88 Stat. 1242, 1244, 
1246, as amended (42 U.S.C. 5841, 5842, 5846); 
sec. 1704, 112 Stat. 2750 (44 U.S.C. 3504 note). 

SOURCE: 54 FR 15386, Apr. 18, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 52.1 Scope. 
This part governs the issuance of 

early site permits, standard design cer-
tifications, and combined licenses for 
nuclear power facilities licensed under 
Section 103 or 104b of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended (68 Stat. 
919), and Title II of the Energy Reorga-
nization Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 1242). This 
part also gives notice to all persons 
who knowingly provide to any holder 
of or applicant for an early site permit, 
standard design certification, or com-
bined license, or to a contractor, sub-
contractor, or consultant of any of 
them, components, equipment, mate-
rials, or other goods or services, that 
relate to the activities of a holder of or 
applicant for an early site permit, 
standard design certification, or com-
bined license, subject to this part, that 

they may be individually subject to 
NRC enforcement action for violation 
of § 52.9. 

[63 FR 1897, Jan. 13, 1998] 

§ 52.3 Definitions. 

As used in this part, 
(a) Combined license means a com-

bined construction permit and oper-
ating license with conditions for a nu-
clear power facility issued pursuant to 
subpart C of this part. 

(b) Early site permit means a Commis-
sion approval, issued pursuant to sub-
part A of this part, for a site or sites 
for one or more nuclear power facili-
ties. 

(c) Standard design means a design 
which is sufficiently detailed and com-
plete to support certification in ac-
cordance with subpart B of this part, 
and which is usable for a multiple num-
ber of units or at a multiple number of 
sites without reopening or repeating 
the review. 

(d) Standard design certification, design 
certification, or certification means a 
Commission approval, issued pursuant 
to subpart B of this part, of a standard 
design for a nuclear power facility. A 
design so approved may be referred to 
as a certified standard design. 

(e) All other terms in this part have 
the meaning set out in 10 CFR 50.2, or 
section 11 of the Atomic Energy Act, as 
applicable. 

§ 52.5 Interpretations. 

Except as specifically authorized by 
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a 
written interpretation by the General 
Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission. 

§ 52.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval. 

(a) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information 
collection requirements contained in 
this part to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The NRC 
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